TRADE ROUTES (AD 1000-1500) & EARLY AFRICAN CIVILIZATIONS 
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I.  TRADE ROUTES
A.  BACKGROUND
Where:




Eastern Hemisphere: Europe, Africa, Asia

When:




During Medieval Period

SIG




Cultural Diffusion




Technology Exchange

What Routes




(1)  Silk Roads





Links Asia to Europe and Middle East




(2)  Maritime Routes





Across Indian Ocean




(3)  Trans-Saharan





North Africa




(4)  Black Sea





Links N. Europeans




(5)  Sea and River 





Links W. Europeans




(6)  S. China Sea





S/E Asian Link

B.  TRADE GOODS AND TECHNOLOGY
	Area:
	West Africa
	Indian Ocean
	China/ Persia

	Goods:
	Gold & Salt
	Spices, Sugar, Lateen Sail
	Porcelain, Paper, Compass, Paper Money


C.  RELIGION SPREADS AND INFLUENCES
	Buddhism
	Hinduism & Buddhism
	Islam

	China to 
Korea and Japan
	India to 
S.E. Asia
	Arab. Peninsula to 
W. Africa, Central & SE Asia


II.  AFRICA
A.  EARLY AFRICA
1.  NUBIA

3000 B.C.

Location




Upper Nile:
(Southern Nile)




Present day:
Sudan

Accomplisment:




Bow and Arrow Warriors

Contact




Close with Egypt





Influenced Eachother






Kush Rulers

 






Like Egyptian Pharohs







Writing








Type of Hieroglyphic Script








Types of Alphabet








Rivaled Phoenician achievements








Not yet able to be translated








Excavation








Limited = Due to Sudan Restrictions



2.   KUSH & AXUM KINGDOM
2000 BC




Nubians

Developed Kush




Egyptians





Invaded and ruled for 500 years




Capital





Originally:  Napata





New:
Meroe




Why





Safe from Egypt attack





Natural Resources




Assyrians





Iron Weaponry





Kush learned to make Iron goods




Sub Saharan Africa





Kush credited with spread of Iron Technology




End of Kush

Axum Attacks




Axum
Located 
Near red sea






Trading Power = Axum





Accepted Christianity 324****
King Ezana=Christian




Stelae






Huge decorated stone columns






Marked location of Royal tombs
B.  WEST AFRICAN KINGDOMS
1.  GHANA KINGDOM



Location

Between Senegal and Niger Rivers

Rich Trade





Famous trading city of W. Africa




Midway Point





Location





Midway between 

Saharan Salt Mines






Tropical Gold Mines




Ghana Tax





King:  Administered Taxes






Import Tax  
(goods coming into Ghana)






Export Tax
(goods leaving Ghana)

Trans Saharan Trade



Location:




Between North Africa & Ghana




N. Africa Muslims = Salt




Ghana= Gold



Salt Important




Ghana used to preserve food flavor

Decline



Almoravids Attack




Muslim group from N. America



2.   MALI KINGDOM



Replaces Ghana

Word “Mali”






Means where king resides





Broke from Ghana






Eventually ruled much of West Africa




Mansa Musa





Mali’s Greatest King
(1312 -1332)






Maintained economic prosperity





Islam






Introduced it to culture





Mecca





Promoted pilgrimage to Mecca






Brought 12,000 slaves dressed in silk






Carried gold – gave it away on the way




Timbuktu




Capital of Mali





Built Mosques 

– Spainish Architect helped





Scholars





Mansa Musa – brought Muslim scholars, judges to teach 




Decline





Death of Mansa Musa





Berbers attack 1433





Nomadic Sahara N. Region peoples



3.  SONGHAI KINGDOM



Replaced the Mali

Skilled People





Trade, farming, and fishing




Timbuktu





Taken over and continued as




Center of Muslim learning




Askia Muhannad

1493 to 1528 AD





Ruled during “Golden Age”




Government





Similar to China






5 provinces






5 governors






Tax collector






Court of judges






Trade inspector




Decline





Rulers of Morocco attacked gold trading centers





Used guns and cannons, easily defeated


C.  SOUTH AFRICA
1.  ZIMBABWE



Location





South of Axum





Between Zambezi and Limpopo Rivers




Culture





Part of Bantu Kingdom






Bantu kingdoms:  Central and S. Africa 

Cattle keepers





Farming, iron making, weavers, merchants, craftworkers




Great Zimbabwe





City know for huge stone enclosures






300 stone wall fortresses (walls 30 ft. high) pg. 196 text




Abandoned 1450




Why:

1.  Shortage of Salt

2. Exhaustion of grazing and timber resources
