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Study Guide

Era 2: River Valleys
Essential Questions: At a minimum, you should be able to answer the following:
1.
Why did ancient river valley civilizations develop in river valleys?
2.
Why were river valleys often called the “Cradles of Civilization”?
3.
Where were the earliest civilizations located? Provide the name of the civilization, the river valley, its general location (e.g., NE Africa), and the present-day nation that occupies the area.
4.
When did these civilizations exist? 

5.
What were the social, political, and economic characteristics of early civilizations?


Social Patterns:

Political Patterns:

Economic Patterns:
6.
What religious traditions developed in ancient civilizations?

7. What forms of writing existed in early civilizations?
	You are responsible for the information in the following sections of your text and in-class worksheets/notes:


	Title/Topic
	Page(s)
	What you should KNOW / UNDERSTAND…

	Text: Ch. 1, Sec. 3: Emergence of Civilization

Worksheets/Notes:

· Era 2: River Valley Civilizations
Emergence of Civilization

· Cradles of Civilization Map

· Characteristics of Civilization Mosaic
	32 – 36 
	Section Theme – Change: The earliest civilizations begin with the evolution of farming settlements into the first cities. 
Main Ideas: 
· CHARACTERISTICS OF A CIVILIZATION (Be able to identify and give examples)

· DEVELOPMENT OF THE FIRST CIVILIZATIONS (Be able to name the 4 civilizations & their rivers, where they were located, & when they existed)

	Text: Ch. 2, Sec. 1: The Nile Valley

Worksheets/Notes:

· Common Characteristics of Civilization: Comparing Mesopotamia & Egypt

· Egypt: The Nile Valley Notes

· Pharaoh Fact Sheet (front & back)

· Ancient Egyptian Religion Wksht
· Egypt Graphic Summary
	46 – 53 
	Section Theme – Relation to Environment: The Egyptians learn to control the floodwaters of the Nile River upon which their agriculture relies. 

Main Ideas: 

· What characteristics does Egypt have that qualifies it as a CIVILIZATION? (Be able to give specific examples)

· Impact of geography on Egypt 
· Egyptian Kingdoms & Government Structure

· Egyptian Legacies / Achievements

	Text: Ch. 2, Sec. 2: The Fertile Crescent 


Worksheets/Notes:

· Common Characteristics of Civilization: Comparing Mesopotamia & Egypt

· Fertile Crescent/Mesopotamia Outline
· Mesopotamia Quiz
· Cuneiform Activity Questions

· Mesopotamia Graphic Summary
	58 – 64 
	Section Theme – Cooperation: The peoples of the Fertile Crescent work together to build irrigation systems & cities. 

Main Ideas: 

· What characteristics does Mesopotamia have that qualifies it as a CIVILIZATION? (Be able to give specific examples)

· Impact of geography on Mesopotamia 

· Sumerian Civilization (Govt, Writing, Religion, Legacies)
· First Mesopotamian Empires: Akkad (Sargon); Babylon (Hammurabi)
· Code of Hammurabi & its importance

	Text: Ch. 2, Sec. 3: Early South Asia 
Worksheets/Notes:

· Early South Asia Guided Reading
· Indus Civilization Notes
· Geography of Indus River Valley
· Indus Graphic Summary 
· River Valleys Quiz: Indus & Huang He

	66 – 68 
	Section Theme – Cultural Diffusion: Cities in early India develop close trading & cultural ties with Mesopotamia.

Main Ideas: 

· What characteristics does Indus have that qualifies it as a CIVILIZATION? (Be able to give specific examples)

· Impact of geography on Indus River Valley 

· Centrally-planned cities (grid pattern, citadel, plumbing)
· Trade w/Mesopotamians & writing on seals of goods
· Reasons for decline of Harappan civilization (floods)

	Text: Ch. 2, Sec. 4: Early China 

Worksheets/Notes:

· Early China Guided Reading Activity
· Geography of Early China 
· Early People of China Chart & Xia Dynasty Info
· Video Guide: The Shang Dynasty

· Shang Dynasty Notes

· China Graphic Summary
	69 – 71
	Section Theme – Innovation: Early Chinese civilization excels in metal-casting skills. 

Main Ideas: 

· What characteristics does China have that qualifies it as a CIVILIZATION? (Be able to give specific examples)

· Impact of geography on Huang He River Valley (ISOLATION)

· Shang: Govt, religion, oracle bones, writing, reason for decline, economy (bronze-working, agriculture), legacies

· Mandate of Heaven 



