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Name:


River Valleys: Huang He

Period:

CHINA

Date:   


Shang Dynasty Notes

HISTORY:

· Shang dynasty ruled from approximately 


 to 


 B.C.

· Used new technologies (



, 



) to conquer Huang He’s Neolithic people.

· Considered 1st true 



 of China. 

· Dynasty: 












· Arose on 



 of Huang He.

· Expanded 


 (ruled over much of N. China).

ECONOMY / TRADE:

· Mostly 




 society. Grew grains: 


  &  

.
· Highly skilled 


 workers. Used bronze for 


 and vessels for 



 rituals.

· For everyday use, favored earthenware made of 


. 

· Most farming 


 made of wood & stone. (Example: hoe)
POLITICAL / GOVERNMENT:

· Complex 



 ruled by the king.

· King had both 


 & 


 power. (


)

RELIGION:

· Chinese believed in the



: Rulers had the authority to rule from heaven. 

· King was believed to be able to communicate with dead 


 and nature 

.

· To do this, kings called in priests to read 




.  

· Priests made cuts on 



 or 



 and would interpret the cracks when the bones were placed in a fire. They would 


 the future and major events for the king.

WRITING:

· 1st written records of Chinese were found in the city of 


 on 



· Development of Writing: 



 (pictures) to 


 (ideas) to 





: Early Chinese writing that became a beautiful art form. Written in a 


 column; difficult to memorize characters.

