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The Decline of the Roman Republic
Background
· After the victory over Carthage in the Punic Wars, 

      was able, over the next



 , to dominate the





, leading to the diffusion of Roman culture.

· However, territorial expansion created tremendous 

 & 


   problems for the leaders of the Roman Republic.
Causes of the Decline
1.  Corrupt Roman officials 





 from conquered peoples for personal gain.
2.  Using 





 in the agricultural system
3.  As a result, 



 must migrate to the 

 but find 




. They form a new class of 





. 
4.  Gap between rich & poor widens…constant threat of 



. 

· Most famous slave uprising led by 


. Had an army of 



 trying to win freedom. Took Roman leaders 

 to squash revolt.
· Cost Rome 


 & 

 to put down revolts.
5. 
Economy suffers from 


. Roman 


 loses 


.
6.
Feuding amongst Rome’s leaders allows 



 to come to power. Each has their own 


. 
One of these generals is 




.

First Triumvirate (draw diagram here)

· Caesar leads his army & conquers 

 (present day France).

· Hailed as a 


 by the 

, but as a 

   to



.
· 49 BCE – 










Other Phrases Associated with Julius Caesar:
7.
Caesar 


 Pompey in a 

       & takes control of the government.
Julius Caesar

45 BCE – 

· Credited with the 



: A 

 calendar that counted 




 + 1 extra day every 4th yr. 
· Makes several political, economic, and social 





. 

· However, the 


 felt Caesar was a 


 who was trying to make himself 

. 
Beware the Ides of March

· March 15, 44 BCE - 







· Chief conspirators against Caesar: 





· Last attempt by 


 to 
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