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Next 








is about





the development of Ancient South Asian civilizations in the Indus and Huang He river valleys.



















































































































































































Indus River Valley


Legacies 


Well-planned cities with modern plumbing


Farmed, cultivated cotton, weaved cloth and traded goods


Priest-kings and centralized government


Few known legacies because disappeared perhaps due to ecological factors such as flooding








Shang China


Geography, cities, religion


Along Huang He river valley


Rich, yellow soil - Loess


Mostly agricultural society


Lacked strong leaders


Dynasties


Developed in relative isolation 


Polytheistic, nature spirits


Deep respect for ancestors, elders


Yin and Yang








Shang China


Legacies


Leather and bronze armor


Horse-drawn chariots


Bronze making or metal-casting skills 


Oracle bones


Silk production for wealthy


Ideographs


Calligraphy


Pottery


Built first cities


Jade and ivory statues, jewelry








while also happening in





SELF TEST QUESTIONS


What were the legacies of the Shang and Indus River Valley civilizations?


What ecological factors contributed to the disappearance of the Indus River valley?


What are oracle bones? What were they used for? Why was finding them significant?
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SELF TEST ANSWERS














Indus River Valley


Geography, cities, religion, writing


Subcontinent of India


Encompasses present-day India,  Pakistan, Bangladesh, 


Surrounded by mountains and deserts


Monsoon


Settlement along Ganges and Indus Rivers


Upper, Middle, Lower Class


Polytheistic


Pictograms on trading seals








leaving for the future





happening in





leaving for the future






























































Job Specialization and Social Classes


Job Specialization:


Specialized in a trade to meet the various needs of the society


Warriors, artisans, merchants, soldiers, farmers


Social Classes:


Social class hierarchy


King, high priest and nobles at top; followed by artisans, merchants and slaves








and increasing division by





Cities and Government


Cities:


Central features of a civilization


Emerged after population increased


Happened as farmers cultivated land


Government:


Bureaucracies


Oversaw food supply and irrigation projects


Collected taxes


Warriors as leaders











organized by





Art/Architecture and Public Works


Art/Architecture


Demonstrated values, beliefs, knowledge and technology at the time


Temples and palaces adorned with art


Public Works


Bridges, irrigation projects, roads and defensive walls


For protection and ensuring food supply








whose ideas are expressed  through





Complex Religions and Writing


Religions:


Polytheistic


Elaborate rituals, sacrifices to gods


Temples, palaces


Writing:


Pictograms


Used to record taxes, grain collected, information about seasons, laws, contracts, treaties and  prayers








with systems of





SELF TEST QUESTIONS 


At a minimum, you should be able to answer these questions:





What are the characteristics of civilization?


To what extent did the river valleys civilizations have these characteristics?


Give examples of the eight features of a civilization in our own civilization (United States of America). 
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is about





what it takes to be a “civilized” society





River Valley Civilizations	





Previous Era


Prehistory





Next








Features of a Civilization
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Geography





Along Nile River


Nile River Delta


Depended on annual flood of Nile for silt – good for farming


Nile surrounded by deserts:  Libyan and Nubian


Split into two regions:  Upper and Lower Egypt








which was based on its unique





SOL 8.2a,b,c,d





SELF TEST QUESTIONS





What are the advantages and disadvantages of Egypt’s geography?


What were the social, political, and economic patterns of Egypt?


What special preparations did the Egyptians undertake for their dead pharaohs? Why?


What is the Egyptian form of picture writing? How did they “crack” the code?
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Legacies


Embalming, mummification, tombs


Surveying land


Geometry


Vivid paintings and sculptures done on papyrus


Rosetta stone


Calendar


Astronomy, medicine


Literature and poetry








leaving us





Religion and Writing





Polytheistic


Belief in afterlife


Amon-Re, Akhenaton


Form of writing called demotic and hieroglyphics


Writing used mainly for rituals and business transactions


Detailed writing left on tombs








affecting





Government, Cities, Social Classes


Three Kingdoms with ruling dynasties: Old, Middle, New


Pharaohs at top ruled with divine right


Viziers assisted; had slaves, artisans, merchants and farmers 


Menes unites Egypt


Cities were invaded








the development of





is about





how ancient Egypt fit the definition of a civilization
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Ancient Egypt
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Geography





Fertile Crescent, present day Iraq


Few natural barriers


Crossroads for trade and cultural diffusion


Tigris and Euphrates, unpredictable floods











based on its unique





Sumerian Legacies





Cuneiform and pictograms


Wrote on clay tablets


Algebra and geometry


Irrigation projects


Wheeled vehicles


Sundial


Ziggurats





Babylonian Legacies





Hammurabi’s code (legal system)








leaving us





 Religion and Values





Polytheistic


Gods controlled every aspect of life


Believed gods were selfish


Each city-state had its own gods


Dark and gloomy afterlife


Pessimistic view of world and life








affecting





Government, Cities, Social Classes


Social class hierarchy


High priest


Small middle class of merchants, artisans, lesser priests and scribes


Majority of the population farmers and slaves


Dominant rulers oversaw building, defense and enforcement of laws Settlement along twin rivers


Rectangular cities surrounded by high walls


12 city-states














leading to the development of





SELF TEST QUESTIONS


How does Sumerians’ view of the gods and their roles differ from the Egyptians’?


What were the main achievements of the Sumerian civilization?


Who was Hammurabi? What was the importance of his legal code?








SELF TEST ANSWERS


	





is about





how Mesopotamia fit the definition of a civilization
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