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Background Info
· Who was involved? 



 vs. 





· Athens was beginning to grow and had just established itself as a 


.

· Persia was the 


 empire and had the strongest 


 in the world at the time (early 400s BC)
· In 546 BC, Persia armies, led by Cyrus II conquered the Greek city-states of 


on the coast of 


 (Turkey). 
· Despite the Persians 


 rule, the Ionians revolted against the Persians in 499 BC. The Greeks (Ionians) believed the 


 should be able to choose their government, whereas the Persians had one all-powerful 

.

· Athens and another polis sent warships to help Ionia, however, 

      of Persia quickly defeated the rebels. 

· Besides desiring to expand their empire into 


, the Persians also wanted to punish 


 for helping the Ionians. In 

  BC, Persia attacks 



 from the east, landing at 



, 25 miles north of Athens. 

Persian leaders

· Cyrus II

· Darius I

· Xerxes

Greek City-States leaders
· Themistocles

· Leonidas

Battles in the Persian War

· Marathon

· Thermopylae

· Salamis

Terms & Other Important Info

· “Marathon” - Pheidippedes

· Trireme

Focus Questions:
1) Why were the wars with Persia important to the development of Greek culture?

2) How does this victory over Persia affect Athens? 
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