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I. Fertile Crescent / Mesopotamia 
A. Location/Geography
1. The Fertile Crescent stretches between the Mediterranean Sea & the Persian Gulf.

2. Includes present-day nations of Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey, Syria, and Iraq.

3. The 2 rivers of Mesopotamia are the Tigris and Euphrates.

4. Mesopotamia means “land between the rivers”

B. The Twin Rivers

1. Unlike the Nile, the Tigris & Euphrates DO NOT provide a predictable or regular supply of water.

2. The people did not know when flooding would occur & sometimes it destroyed whole villages.

3. The early Mesopotamians adjusted by building dams and later used the river to their advantage to irrigate crops (dug canals).

C. Sumerian Civilization – began around 3500 B.C. 

1. Sumer:
2. Sumerian city-states:
a. 
Ziggurat:
3. Sumerian Govt:
a. Kingships:

b. Theocracy:

c. Fines:

4. The Roles of Men & Women

a. Men:

b. Women:

5. Writing on Clay Tablets

a. 3100 B.C.:

b. Cuneiform:

c. Eddubas:

d. Gilgamesh:

6. Sumer’s Many Deities

a. Polytheistic Religion:

b. An:

c. Unpredictable/selfish:

d. Afterlife:

7. Sumerian inventions

a. Wagon wheel:

b. Arch:

c. Potter’s Wheel:

d. Sundial:

e. Bronze:

f. “History begins at Sumer”

D. Sumerian Civilization – began around 3500 B.C. 

1. Sumer:

2. Sumerian city-states:

