THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

WORLD HISTORY

NOTES

THE EARLY AMERICAS

I.  Arrival Theories

A. Theory #1

When:


12,000 years ago

From:


Asia to North America

How:


Bering Strait


Followed Herds of Bison and Game


B.  Theory #2


When:




40,000 years ago



From:




Asia to North America



How:




Arrived in waves




By land and sea





Boats along pacific coast





Siberia – Alaska – S. American




Once there spread & developed own culture

II.   The First Americans


A.  Lifestyles



Hunter Gatherers



Used Environment




Food, Shelter, Clothing



Artifacts




Rounded stones, bone hooks, shells


B.  Maize in Mexico



Seed that makes Corn

Existed in 5,000 B.C.



Stone Ax invention in 3,000 B.C.




Clear land faster, improved food supply


C.  Europeans Arrive



1500 AD



2,000 different cultures? Check this statement out in TEXT

EARLY MESOAMERICAN CULTURES

I.  Sophisticated Civilizations Emerge (1500 BC – 1200 AD)


A.  Where:



Mexico, Central America Rain Forests



Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Beize


B.  Geography



Volcanic Mountains



Cool Valleys



Dense rain forests



Dry plains


C.  Farming



Plentiful Harvest



MAIZE = Basic Crop


D.  Mesoamerican



“middle”



People lived in middle land area that joins 



N. and S. Americas

II.  The Olmec 
(1500 B.C.- 400 B.C.)


A.  Olmec



Earliest Mesoamerican Civilization


B.  Where



Gulf of Mexico



Swampy lowland river valley


C.  2 Sites 



Excavations in San Lorenza and La Venta


D.  Stone Heads



Carved from Basalt



Volcanic Rock




9ft tall and 40 tons



Portrait of rulers


E.  Society



Population approx. 1000



Division of labor



Stone Drains



Central Plaza




Marketing




Ceremonial Purposes


F.  Writing



Hieroglyphics



Calendar


G.  Religion



God = Jaguar




Human body and catlike face




Controlled harvest


H.  “Slash & Burn”



Farming Method



Cut trees, let dry, burn



Plant Maize in fertile ashes


I.  Collapse



Maya civilization arose from Olmec

III.  The Maya 
(300 – 900 AD)

A. Background

Where:



Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico




Modern Day:  Mexico, Belize, and S. Guatemala

Geographic:



Diverse terrains




Highland, lowland, coastal plains

City-States:



Not unified under one empire



Kingdoms did Share:

1. Culture

2. Political Ties

3. Trade

B.  Religion


Emphasis:

Center of Daily Life


Belief:

2 Levels




Daily Physical Life




Otherworld





Spiritual with gods






Souls of Ancestors and Supernatural





Used Myths to Explain



Kings




Both Spiritual and Political leaders




Performed rituals





Purpose:  Satisfy gods



Sacred Places




Plazas, temples, pyramids (symbolic sacred mts.)



Chac




Very important god




Rain God


Bloodletting:



Rituals that involve blood

Human Sacrifice




Purpose





Appease gods





Maintain and renew life


C.  Sciences



Astronomy

Celestial Movements





Sun, moon, planets





Journeys of gods across sky





Essential for Harvest:

Charting movements of celestial bodies



Math 




Rituals:

Priests used for rituals




Borrowed 

From The Olmec





Their math used as foundation for Mayans




How it works





Used the base 20





3 Symbols represent numbers

1. A dot = 1

2. A bar = 5

3. Shell figure = zero

Value


Vertically



Largest place at the top

NO place value 

Where highest number to left



Calendar


Sacred Calendar

260 day 




Day Calendar





365 days





Used to predict eclipses, ceremonies, harvest


D.  Economy



Basis




Agriculture & Trade



Crops




Maize, beans, squash, pumpkin, chili, peppers, tomatoes



Trade




Unlike E. Hemisphere civs,





Maya traded with only a FEW




When





ONLY for Rulers






Jade

 




Tropical Bird Feathers




Open Air Markets





What to Trade:






Maize and other produce 





To receive what:






Cotton cloth, jade, pottery, fish, deer, salt



Where:




Mexico




Central America



How:




Rivers and Coastal Waterways




Canoe





Human Carry Land




Wheeled vehicles with beast of burden


E.  Writing



Type:




Phonetic symbols




Full Words



What:




Geneology of kings/ royal family





Mythology, ritual practice, trade


F.  Collapse of 900 AD



Why:




Unclear to date 





Evidence






Increase in Warfare

1.  Among royal / non royal

2.  Outside attacks

Agriculture 



Breakdown

IV.  The Toltec


A.  Where:



Teotihuacan Valley 

(tee-oh-tee-wah-KAHN)



Central Mexico



500 miles west of Yucatan Peninsula


B.  Teotihuacan:



Population 550 AD=




Approximately 125,000 – 200,000 people



Pyramid of Sun and Moon




Rival of Great Pyramid of Egypt – size


C.  Tula:



Capital of Toltec Civilization



Militaristic



Intermarried with teotihuacan people


D.  Tula Dominate



Eventually took over Teotihuacan peoples


E.  Defeat:



Aztec Civilization defeats them



By approximately 1300s

THE AZTEC & INCA EMPIRES

I.  Introduction


A.  Where:



Aztec= Mexico



Inca = South America


B.  Lacked:



Metal tools



Use of Wheels



Work Animals


C.  Developed:



Centralized Governments



Raised Armies



Conquered Empires


D.  Sudden End:



1500s AD



Spanish Invaders

II.  The Aztec Empire


A.  Legend of Founding



Aztec Priest:




“Settle where an eagle is sitting on a cactus holding a snake in his beak”




Found Spot:





Lake Texcoco, Central Mexico




Tenochtitlan





Name of the City





Present day Mexico





(tay-NAWCH-teet-LAHN)




Agricultural Empire


B.  Expand Empire



By 1500 C.E. 

N. Central Mexico – Guatemala




Atlantic to Pacific



Conquered




Pay heavy tribute





Food, clothes, raw materials




Human Sacrifice

Architecture




Pyramids



Prisoners used for bloodletting


C.  War = Center



War 

was center of religion and culture


D.  Economy



Based on Agriculture



Chinampas:  Floating gardens

E.  Hierarchy –



Level of authority




Top:





Emperor






Controlled Army






Reinforced by religion




Bottom:





Serfs






Worked fields






Human Sacrifice


F.  Human Sacrifice



Took idea from 




Maya




Toltec



Why




Keep gods pleased




Prevent drought/ floods/ natural disasters



Overall




Powerful Grand Civilization




Unstable b/c





FEAR:  was what power depended on


G.  Decline:



Revolts 



Conquistador Invasion




From Spain




Cortez

III.  Inca


A.  Background



Where:  Andes Mountains, South America




Capital:  Cuzo (KOOS-koh)


B.  Pachacuti



9th ruler



Son: Topa Inca Yupanqui



Historical Comparison




Philip & Alexander the Great of Macedoina



Accomplishment




Vast Territory Expansion 





Peru, Chile, Ecuador, Bolivia, & Argentina





Apprx. 2,500 Miles


C.  Inca Life

Agriculturally based




Terrace Base Farming

Fear




Used to control rebellions



Tribute Collections




Given in form of labor




By 1450s there were 8 million conquered laborers



Quechua:




Shared common language


D.  Road System



Linked Inca Empire

E.  Agriculture

Irrigation system developed



Large terraces to plant

F.  Machu Picchu

Most dramatic engineering feat


Location:

High in Andes Mountains

Used as:

Stone Fortress 


How built



Cannot be explained


Why abandoned



Cannot be explained

G.  Decline



Due to Conquistadors from Spain



Pizarro
