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Middle Ages: Town Life
Pollution: Many of the people of Europe during the Middle Ages lived in walled towns for protection – but these towns did not have any toilets, sewers, or garbage collection services.  People dumped their human waste and garbage out of the window into the street or river.  The pigs, chickens and fish then ate the human waste and garbage – and guess who ate the pigs, chickens and fish?  When the streets became so foul that nobody could walk in them, everybody would dump the human waste and garbage over the city wall.  Piles of human waste and garbage then accumulated for years on the outside of the city walls.  During the Middle Ages, many towns were defeated in battle because the enemy was able to walk up the piles of human waste and garbage and easily climb over the city wall and capture the city (Durant 1950).
In addition, read p. 324 in your text for further description of town life. 

Select one of the choices below to turn in. The first three options focus on living conditions inside a medieval town. The last choice focuses on the growth of the middle class and the rise of towns. You may use the back of this sheet for your assignment.
1.
Time Travel Journal entry:
Imagine you are visitor to a town during the Middle Ages. Compose an entry in your “journal” of the sights and smells of the pollution you witness. Be descriptive! You should also describe how the town has grown after the Crusades. For examples of what to include, see Town Life below. (2 paragraphs)
2.
Poster Power:
On a piece of paper, create a poster (IN COLOR) that illustrates the major pollution problems of cities during the Middle Ages. 
3.
Bumper Sticker:
Create a bumper sticker (IN COLOR) for wagons during the Middle Ages to encourage people to dispose of their garbage and human waste outside of town. 
4.
Town Life (focusing on the middle class):
Draw a picture (IN COLOR) of the types of things you would see inside a medieval town AFTER the Crusades. Label your drawing “A Medieval Town in the Late Middle Ages”. Refer to pp. 322-328 in your book. Things you should include in your drawing: middle class (artisans, merchants), guilds, trade of goods, banks, money, universities, etc. 

