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Geography of the Early China
Mountains: (Refer to p. 67 or Reference Atlas A16-17 in your text)
With a brown marker/colored pencil, label the Himalayas and Tian Shan mountains (they are already drawn on your map). Mountains make up 


 of China’s area (p. 69). The Himalayas, Kunlan Shan, and Tian Shan close off China to the (north, south, east, or west)? 

Deserts: (Refer to the map on the back of this sheet)
What are the two deserts that surround China to the north and west? 


 

 &





. With an orange marker/colored pencil, outline these deserts on your map.
Rivers: (Refer to pp. 69-70 of your text)

Agriculture thrived on eastern China’s fertile river valleys and plains. Three rivers drain eastern China: the 
(


, the 



, and the 



). The Huang He, also known as the 



 carries thick layers of 


, a rich 



 soil good for crops.  Why is the Huang He also called “the Great Sorrow”? 
Using p. 67 o f your text, trace the flow of the Huang He and Yangtze Rivers (these are already on your map) in blue. Write the other name for the Yangtze River next to it (Chang Jiang).  Draw and label the Xi Jiang (West River) on your map. 
Monsoons: (Refer to p. 70, 1st full paragraph of your text)

Like the Indus River Valley, the summer monsoon brings 

 and feeds the Huang He. The wind blows in from 


 off of the Pacific Ocean.  
Shang Civilization: (Refer to p. 67 of your text)

Plot the Shang city of Anyang on your map.  Use a dot to indicate its approximate location and label it. Using a red marker/colored pencil, outline the boundaries of the Shang dynasty. What is the significance of the findings at Anyang (p.71)?
Impact of Geography: (Refer to p. 69 of the text)

China’s rugged physical features played a large part in its historical development. For many centuries, China lived in relative 



 from the rest of the world. As a result of their limited contact with other cultures, the Chinese developed an ETHNOCENTRIC view; they believed they were the 


 of the whole world and the only truly supreme



. 

Why might the lack of cultural diffusion (spread of ideas, goods, people, etc.) be good for China? (HINT: see the 2nd paragraph on p. 69) 

Why might it be bad for China? (HINT: what are the negatives of little to no cultural diffusion into & out of China)
