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Geography of the Indus River Valley
Follow the directions below to answer the questions and complete the map on the back of this sheet.
Bodies of Water: (Refer to the map on the back of this sheet)
Natural barriers separate the Indus River Valley from the rest of Asia. Water surrounds the Indian subcontinent on the east (




), west (



        ), and 
south (




). On your map, circle each of these bodies of water with a blue marker/colored pencil.
Deserts: (Refer to Reference Atlas A16-17 of your text)
Deserts surround the Indus Valley to the west and north. With an orange marker/colored pencil, label the Thar Desert and Taklimakan Desert on your map.
Mountains: (Refer to Reference Atlas A21 and p. 67 of your text)
Mountains offered the Harappan civilization some protection from invaders. With a brown marker/colored pencil, draw and label the Hindu Kush on your map. Use this symbol (Δ) to indicate mountains. In what direction are the Hindu Kush and the Himalayas in relation to the Indian subcontinent (north, south, east, or west)? 

Rivers: (Refer to p. 66 of your text)

Three rivers (


, 


, and 




) are responsible for creating the fertile soil upon which the people depended for agriculture. Using a blue marker/colored pencil, trace the flow of the Indus & Ganges Rivers (these are already on your map).  With a blue marker/colored pencil, draw and label the Brahmaputra River on your map. Use your map to answer the following: The Indus River empties into the 

                
 Sea while the Ganges and Brahmaputra Rivers join and empty into the   




   
. 

Monsoons: (Refer to p. 67 of your text)

The winter monsoon blows from this direction (



) and brings dry air. The summer monsoon blows from this direction (



) and brings heavy rains and flooding. Draw and label the direction from which the winter and summer monsoons would come. Indicate whether they bring dry or rainy weather. Possible symbols for monsoons could be clouds or lines to indicate swirling winds.
Harappan Civilization: (Refer to p. 67 of your text)

Plot the two major cities of the Indus River Valley: Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro. Use a dot to indicate their approximate locations and label each. Using a green marker/colored pencil, outline the boundaries of the Harappan civilization.
