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Causes of Roman Empire Decline
	Political Instability
1)
Rome had a brief rest from political violence during the reign of the five Good Emperors. Who was the last of the good emperors of Rome? (p. 175)

2)
The decline of Rome started when this emperor came to power. (p. 175)

· SUMMARY: Civil wars between Rome’s armies (busier fighting each other than protecting empire’s borders); weak administration (merry-go-round of emperors)


	Economic Decline
3)
Warfare disrupted production & trade, destroyed farmland, & caused food shortages that caused prices to soar. 

4) What did the government attempt to do to cope with falling incomes and rising prices? (p. 175)

5) What was the result? Define that term. (p. 176)

· SUMMARY: Cost of defense & devaluation of Roman currency, food shortage b/c farmers abandoned land (heavily taxed landowners)


	Military

6)
To hold back invasions, the emperor increased the number of legions by employing foreign mercenaries or  



.
· SUMMARY: Decline of discipline in the army

	Threats of Barbarian Invasion

7)
Why did Germanic tribes migrate into the Empire? (p. 177)

8)
Who is the leader of the Huns and where did they come from? (p.178)

· Constant threat of attacks on Rome’s borders 




	Unsuccessful Reforms (A.D. 200s –300s)


9) Who are Diocletian and Constantine? Were their reforms successful in saving the empire? Explain your answer. (p. 176)

10)
Diocletian realized the empire was too large for one person to govern. What did he do and how did he it set up? (p.176)

11)
Constantine built on Diocletian’s reforms. In addition, Constantine did this in AD 330? (p. 177)
12) Why did Constantine chose this location for his capital? What did he name it? (p. 177)
13) What did Theodosius do to lessen conflict between the two halves of the Roman empire?  (p.177)
14) What were the two empires called and where were their capitals? (p. 177)
SUMMARY: Division of the Roman Empire into an East & West
	Changing Beliefs

15) People started to turn away from the polytheistic beliefs of the empire to this growing monotheistic religion.  Why? (p. 172-173)

16) 
What law did Constantine pass to help spread Christianity? What did it state? (p.173)

17)
In AD 392, what did Emperor Theodosius  do?
· SUMMARY: People began to lose faith in the empire. Civil authority (state) lost power to higher, moral authority (church). 
End of the Roman Empire (A.D. 300’s - 400’s)

18)
The Western Roman survives several barbarian invasions until it ceases to have a Roman emperor. What German soldier finally seizes control of Rome? (p. 178)
19)
What date marks the “fall” of the Roman empire? (p. 178)
SUMMARY: This event is usually seen as the year in which the Roman empire “fell”; however, Rome’s decline started much sooner and was due to a series of complex interactions, including political instability, economic decline, problems in the military, threats of invasion, changing beliefs, and unsuccessful reforms. 
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