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Economic and Cultural Revival
Chapter 13, Section 2 (pp. 322-328)
Answer the following questions:
1. Describe western European society in terms of cultural and technological advancement before the Crusades.
2. How did western European civilization change after the Crusades?
3. What were three agricultural inventions that allowed agricultural production to increase?

4. What contributed to the rapid expansion of trade after the Crusades?

5. Italian towns such as Venice, Genoa, and Florence had access to sea and land 


 routes connecting Europe with Middle Eastern markets. These cities served as trading centers for the distribution of 

 to northern Europe. 
6. Early merchants changed from the 


 system to a 


 economy.

7. The use of money as a means of exchange led to the growth of 



.  What types of procedures were developed to encourage the use of credit and banking?
8. The dependence on a money economy ultimately led to the decline of the 


 system.

9. How did the living conditions within medieval towns contribute to the rapid spread of disease?

10. The worst epidemic to hit Europe was called the 




 or Black Death. It started in 

 but was carried to the Mediterranean and Europe via trading ships. The plague killed 


 of the population between AD 

 and 

. The cause of the plague was later identified as 








. As population decreased, workers became scarcer. As a result, production and trade 



 while prices and wages 


.  (see box on p. 327)


11. What were the main differences between a merchant guild and a craft guild? 
12. Can you think of any examples of guilds or business associations that serve the same purpose of guilds today?

13. Who made up the middle class? Why did this class grow in importance?
14. During the Early Middle Ages, the 

 were among the few who were literate. Education was conducted in 



 and cathedral schools, but later moved to 


 as the townspeople became more interested in learning. 
15. Who influenced medieval scholars?

16. Why did church leaders oppose Aristotle’s teachings? 

17. What man helped the Catholic Church reconcile the use of reason with Christian doctrine (scholasticism)?

18. One of the oldest literary works of the feudal world was the Anglo-Saxon epic, 


. It was originally passed down as an 

 tradition before it was finally written down by an unknown poet.

19. What were troubadours? What did they sing about?

20. Medieval literature was popular because it was written in the vernacular, making it accessible to more people. What does vernacular mean?

21. Name two works written in the vernacular and their authors.

22. Describe the differences between the Romanesque style of architecture and the Gothic style of architecture in a T-chart: (Example given below…finish the chart)




Romanesque





Gothic





Early Medieval Period




Late Medieval Period (A.D. 1150)

Roman & Byzantine influence



French influence
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