The Rise of Christianity in the Roman Empire

Judaism (faith of the 



)
Originally settled in Palestine (


 Crescent)

Resistance of 

    control led to suppression of Judaism; Jews migrated throughout Empire


Beliefs: 

· *Monotheism - 

 god
· God’s 



 or promise w/the Hebrews as his “Chosen People”
· *
 Commandments – moral & religious code of conduct

· *

 – sacred books w/teachings of Moses (1st 5 books of the Bible – Old Testament)

* Indicates significant CONTRIBUTIONS to modern Western Civilization
Important People: 




 – Father of the Hebrews 
Moses – Led the Hebrews out of Egypt and into “


 Land” (Palestine)

Christianity
Beliefs: 
· Monotheism - 

 god; based on 




· 

 as Son
· Trinity – God the Father, God the 

, and God the Holy Spirit: 3 separate persons but at the same time one

· 


 Sin (Adam & Eve)

· 


 Life through Salvation (asking for forgiveness of sins)

· 
 Testament (Bible)
· 
 people equal before God

Spread by: 
· Writings/teachings of 



 and missionaries
· Religious assemblies & development of the 



· 



 - 1st emperor to convert & legalize Christianity (Edict of Milan)
· 



 - made Christianity official religion

Monotheism conflicted with old Roman 



 beliefs; early Christians often 



.

Catholic Church (organized into distinct 



)
Organization (most power/authority to least): 

· Bishop of Rome or 

 as leader of Church
· Bishops directed the church in religious 



· Priests served the church in the 




Civil authority declined while the church gained 

 authority. People gave loyalty to the church rather than the

! The Church became the main unify force in Western Europe.
Use pp. 171-174 of your text





(Judaism review – use pp. 83-86)








