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Era 3: Classical Civilizations
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The Byzantine Empire
Background Info
· Roman Empire divided AD 

      

East =  










West = 










· Western Empire fell in 

    
  to 






· Eastern Empire prospered from 
    

 to 
      


Constantinople = capital of 


 Roman Empire (Byzantine)
· AD 
    - Constantine moves capital to Byzantium & renames it 



.
· AKA the 


   
, but had many ties to the Hellenistic world because of its location, formerly 


 territory. 
Review: Hellenistic - 










· Byzantine influenced by both Greek & Roman cultures (



)
Location, Location, Location: Political, Economic, & Military Advantages

1. Peninsula – 




 on eastern frontier & a natural 

 for transport & trade.

2. Away from attacks of 




 in Western Roman Empire.

3. Located at crossroads of 


– where 

 & 

 meet.

Emperor Justinian – Height of Byzantine Empire
· Took power in 


· Dreamed of restoring the 





· Began 


   
   of former Roman territories in the 

 
(






)

· By AD
       , Byzantines conquered 




 & expanded their rule in the west
· Restored Roman Empire temporarily, but AT WHAT COST?

- 












- 












- 













Emperor Justinian Legacies (Lasting Successes)
1. 

 Reforms
- LAW BOOKS: Corpus Civilis (

   

          ), AKA 


   Code

- 











- 











- basis for most 









2. Expanded trade (

)

3. Built many



: roads, fortresses, aqueducts, monasteries, other buildings
4. Byzantine 
             & 



 flourished
    * Most famous: 







- “




”


- 1st 




 (set atop 



 opening) 


– largest & most beautiful 


 in empire


- still one of the world’s great 






Theodora

· Justinian’s 


· 



 during his reign; participated actively in 




· Advanced 


 & social standing of 



Art & Architecture

· Inspiration provided by 




 &




      

· Icons =  


 images (most popular art form) 

· 


 - Pictures made up of tiny bits of colored glass & stone set in plaster

· 




 – books decorated by hand with elaborate designs, beautiful lettering & miniature paintings

The Church
· No separation of 


 & 



· Emperor viewed as 





 on earth

· 

 viewed as importantly a religious figure in the 


EASTERN CHURCH
WESTERN CHURCH
Draw & caption the Church Leadership diagram here

· Emperor 


 but didn’t rule

· AD 400s: 


            claimed authority over other patriarchs; took title of 

 
· Eastern patriarchs did not 


 Pope’s authority

ICONOCLASTIC CONTROVERSY

· AD 700s: 



 over the use of 

, or 


 images in worship.


 - Supporters: 

   of God’s presence in human affairs

 
- Opponents: Ten Commandments 


 such images

· Emperor Leo II: 


      use of icons in AD 726 believing it encouraged worship of 

     
.

· Leo & his supporters became known as 








· Not supported by many people, including the 





· Pope’s involvement strained relations btwn 


 & 

           Churches

· Council at 




- 


     of 




     to discuss religious issues

 
- 

   

 the use of 

    in worship in AD 787

Church Split

· Bitterness grows btwn 


   & 


     churches over religious authority
· AD 1054: 




 - 


 between Eastern & Western



 due to doctrinal, political, & geographical differences
AFTER GREAT SCHISM

WEST 






EAST





 Church






 Church





 (language)





 (language)
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