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EGYPT: THE NILE VALLEY

GEOGRAPHY
· Egypt is known as “the 

 of the Nile”.

· The Nile River valley was settled by people who became known as



.

· The Nile River 


_& 


 the life of its inhabitants.

· Result of Nile flooding on a 



 & 



 basis:

- provides 


 necessary for survival in an otherwise rainless and 

 place.

- allowed Egyptians to know the time & length of 



 season.

· World’s



 river. (Over 4,000 miles)

· The Nile River is unusual because it flows from 


 to 


 and empties into the 




 Sea.

· At the end of the Nile is a


, a marshy, fan-shaped area suitable for farming.

· 




 covered the land with rich, dark deposits of 

.

· 



 was also found along the banks of the Nile.  Used papyrus to make 



, rope, sandals, & baskets.

EGYPTIAN HISTORY
· Egypt was first dominated by many small 



, or kingdoms under the rule of a king (queen).

· Eventually had two kingdom: 







.

· Around 3000 B.C., King 


 (MENES) unites Egypt and builds a capital at 

, thus is the beginning of Egyptian history.

· Narmer rules the first Egyptian 



, or line of rulers from one family.
· Egyptian history can be divided into three kingdoms: 
















.

OLD KINGDOM (2700-2200 B.C.)
· Built strong civilization under the command of a king (



).  The pharaoh claimed the divine right to rule and acted as the head of 




 and of the Egyptian religion (



).
· The pharaoh’s group of government officials, a 




, helped him run the government.
· The Bureaucracy was headed by a 



, or prime minister. 

· During the Old Kingdom the 



 were built.  They served as tombs for the dead pharaohs and showed the Egyptians strong belief in the 




. 
· Egyptians preserved the body through a process called



, then they wrapped the body in linen which is called 





.

· Pyramids were 




 b/c they required lots of time, $$, planning, & organization.

· Largest pyramids located at 



 (CHEOPS).

MIDDLE KINGDOM (2050-1700 B.C.)

· Unstable period with


 shortages, 


 farmland, and unhappy, rebellious people.

· Groups of invaders called 


 conquered Egypt for about 100 years.

· Moved capital to 



 located in 



 Egypt.
