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Chapter 15: The Americas
(1500 B.C. – A.D. 1500)

Questions 1-6 (1 pt each): Write the letter of the correct answer to the left of the question number.
1. Mayan pyramids were used primarily for

a. religious ceremonies.  
b.   grain storage.     c. the houses of royalty.    d. athletic events.

2. The Maya first settled on which peninsula?

a. Tierra del Fuego   
b. Baja   
c. Bering    
d. Yucatan

3. The term Mesoamerican refers to civilizations that emerged in the

a. Pacific Northwest.

b. land area between North & South America.
c. Arctic.



d. Peruvian Andes.
4. The Mayan civilization began to collapse by 

a. 100 BCE.


b. 300 BCE.
c. 900 CE.



d. 1500 CE.
5. The Aztecs turned Tenochititlan into an agricultural center and marketplace.  Since land for farming was scarce, they built artificial islands, also known as

a. moches.



b. chinampas.
c. quinoas.



d. cuzcos.
6. The city of Teotihuacán was located in present-day

a. California.

b. Mexico.
c. Peru.


d. Arizona.

Questions 7 - 13 (2 pts each): Put your answers on the back of this sheet!
7. What was the center of Mayan life?

8. To clear land, farmers cut down trees, let them dry and burned them.  What type of farming is this known as?

9. What was the basic crop of early Mesoamerican cultures? 

10. The Aztec civilization was organized as a ________________ - divided into levels of authority, each level more powerful than the level below it.

11. What is Cuzco and where is it?

12. What was the extent of the Incan empire after Pachacuti came to power?

13. Machu Picchu was the last Incan stronghold. What event caused them to retreat so high up into the Andes Mountains?

