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THREE CHINESE PHILOSOPHIES NOTES
Three Chinese Philosophies: 

1)

2) 

3)  
Created as possible 




 to the disorder & chaos caused by the 







.  
Philosophies did NOT deal with the 




 or 



; RATHER, they focused on 






  & how to live it.  
KEY QUESTION that all the philosophies try to address:

CONFUCIANISM
· [image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]Teacher: 




 (born 


 BC)
· Most 




 philosopher in Chinese history
· Not until the 


          (after Confucius’ 
         
        ) that his teachings were widely practiced
Basic Teachings:

· Promoted 



: 








· Idea of 




 - similar to 




: “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you”
· People are inherently (born) 


, but need 


 & 



· 


 through well-defined 


 within society
· 



 structure presented best model for 




· Learn by 




· 



      : Children’s 


 for their 




· Book containing Confucius’ teaching: the 





· Believed in 



 the masses (all of society)
LEGALISM  
· [image: image3.wmf]Teacher: 




 (lived during the 
   BC)
· Became official policy of the 


          
 - helped them unify China 
Basic Teachings:

· People are inherently (born) 



· Called for a strong, forceful 






· Strict 


 of laws & harsh 





· Rule by 


· King’s best 



 are all that matters 

DAOISM  
· Teacher: 




 (lived during the 
   BC)
· [image: image4.wmf]Came as a reaction against the structure or conformity of 


          
 
· Ideas of Laozi recorded in the 



 
Basic Teachings:

· Emphasized 

, harmony with 


  & the 

 - the universal force that guides all things 
· Rejected formal 



, 

, & specific 

 in society
· Believed 




 clouded people’s minds to truth
· Yin & Yang: Balance of 




· Nature, including 



 & 


, will take care of itself if left to its own devices
· Because of the belief in 



, Daoism & 



 coexist at the same time 
· “Use the force”












